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banks a break in the through rail communication would
develop, as the eastern railways were in their infancy, and
far too poor to undertake the construction of an expensive
bridge across this wide waterway to link up with the
line stretching to San Francisco.
Construction was commenced from both ends of the line.
San Francisco was the Pacific terminal, but as the Golden
Gate was connected already with Sacramento, the capital
some miles inland, the latter place was the point to which
the constructional forces were dispatched. The arm driven
eastwards from the Pacific was known as the Union Pacific
railway, while that forced westwards from Council Bluffs
was designated as the Central Pacific. The two arms were
to meet about half-way across the continent.
Judah hurried to California and was soon in the turmoil
of his task. The great difficulty on this section was in
regard to the supply of the constructional material. Every-
thing had to be sent round by water via the most southerly
point of the continent, and as this was a voyage occupying
several weeks, extreme care had to be observed to send
forward supplies* in a steady, constant stream, so that no
delays might arise from lack of material. But storms
raged, while the negotiation of Cape Horn is a difficult
feat at the best of times. The boats were caught in the
terrible embrace of wind and wave, and, upon emerging
from the conflict, struggled, battered and torn, into the
nearest port for repairs. Despite these heavy drawbacks,
which no human foresight could determine or avoid, prac-
tically no dearth of supplies ever was experienced at the
railhead among the mountains. In fact, Judah prosecuted
his task so vigorously that before many months had passed
the first railway conquest of the Sierras, considered
invulnerable for so long, was announced far and wide.
How was it accomplished? The pathfinder followed
the easiest path open to him. Distances between points
might have been shortened, but time was money. The
builders had urged this emphatically upon J.udah, so that
opportunity to indulge in stupendous engineering feats was